
 
 

MONTANA WATER COURT 
CLARK FORK DIVISION 

FLATHEAD RIVER, TO AND INCLUDING FLATHEAD LAKE 
BASIN 76LJ  

*** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 
 

NOTICE OF ENTRY OF PRELIMINARY DECREE AND NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
 

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING YOUR WATER RIGHTS 
The Montana Water Court issued a Decree (a list of water rights) in your Basin.  This notice may include an 
abstract (a description of your water right as decreed).   

• If an abstract is included with this notice, then your water right is part of the Decree.  
• If an abstract is not included with this notice, then your water right is not part of the current Decree.   

WHAT IS THE PRELIMINARY DECREE? 
The Decree includes abstracts of existing water rights on all sources of water within Basin 76LJ.  Water right 
claims were examined by the Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conservation (DNRC) pursuant 
to the Water Right Claim Examination Rules and Water Court orders. The DNRC may have made changes or 
identified potential problems on your abstract by placing "issue remarks" on the abstract. 

 
Review the abstracts. The Decree, which consists of Findings of Facts, Conclusions of Law, and abstracts of 
the water rights, can be viewed at: https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Water/Notices-Info/PublicNotices.  If you 
prefer to view a paper copy, please contact the Water Court or your DNRC office. See below for contact 
information. 
 

If you believe any water rights in the Decree do not reflect historical (before July 1, 1973) beneficial use, you 
must file an objection by August 20, 2025.  Objections must be filed on the forms provided by the Water Court.  
The forms can be found at: https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Water/LegalResources or by contacting the Court: 
watercourt@mt.gov or (406) 586-4364. Objections are limited to water rights described in the Decree.   
 
A request to extend the objection deadline must be filed by August 20, 2025.  If an extension is granted it will 
be advertised in the Daily Interlake, the Flathead Beacon, Bigfork Eagle, and the Whitefish Pilot. 
 

WHAT’S NEXT? 
The Water Court will be offering informal public meetings to explain the objection process on the following 
dates: 
 

• Wednesday, April 2, 2025, at 7:00 pm in person at the Hampton Inn Kalispell, 1140 US Hwy 2 West, 
Kalispell, MT 59901 
 

• Tuesday, May 20, 2025, at 12:00 pm via Zoom. To take part in the telephone conference, dial (646) 
558-8656, enter the Meeting ID 835 9782 9948#, then press # to skip participant ID, then enter the 
meeting password 531397#.  Or use this link:   
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/83597829948?pwd=w7GNpIv29aBKTb1daQBUBFbCIH7Zpw.1  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Water/Notices-Info/PublicNotices
https://courts.mt.gov/Courts/Water/LegalResources
mailto:watercourt@mt.gov
https://mt-gov.zoom.us/j/83597829948?pwd=w7GNpIv29aBKTb1daQBUBFbCIH7Zpw.1


 
 

 
If someone objects to your water rights, the Court will notify you, and you may file a counterobjection to your 
objector’s water rights in this Decree.  After all notice periods pass, the Water Court will address all objections, 
counterobjections, and issue remarks.  Make sure your address is up to date with the DNRC. You can 
contact the DNRC at the address below: 

 
CONTACT INFORMATION 

 
Montana Water Court 
1123 Research Drive 
Bozeman, MT 59718 
(406) 586-4364 
watercourt@mt.gov 
 
Montana DNRC, Water Rights Adjudication Office 
1424 9th Avenue 
Helena, MT 59620 
(406) 444-0560 
 
Montana DNRC, Kalispell Regional Office 
655 Timberwolf Parkway, Ste 4 
Kalispell, MT 59901-1215  
(406) 752-2288 
 
Remember, objections must be filed and received by the Water Court by August 20, 2025.  
 
DATED this 21st day of February, 2025,  
 
       /s/ Stephen R. Brown  
       Chief Water Judge 
       Montana Water Court 
       
 

IT IS IMPORTANT THAT YOU PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROCESS, OTHERWISE, YOUR 
RIGHT TO APPEAL ANY DECISIONS AFFECTING YOUR WATER RIGHT IS LIMITED. 
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PRELIMINARY DECREE

FLATHEAD RIVER, TO & INCLUDING FLATHEAD LAKE

BASIN 76LJ

ABSTRACT OF WATER RIGHT CLAIM

IMPORTANT NOTICE

YOUR WATER RIGHT AS SHOWN ON THIS ABSTRACT MAY HAVE CHANGES FROM YOUR WATER 
RIGHT AS CLAIMED OR AMENDED. AN ASTERISK (*) HAS BEEN PLACED NEXT TO EACH ITEM 
CHANGED BY THE MONTANA WATER COURT OR BY THE DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND CONSERVATION (DNRC) DURING THE PREPARATION OF THIS PRELIMINARY DECREE. THESE 
CHANGES ARE AUTHORIZED BY THE MONATANA SUPREME COURT WATER RIGHT CLAIMS 
EXAMINATION RULES OR BY ORDER OF THE WATER  COURT.

OBJECTIONS MAY BE FILED ACCORDING TO THE PROCEDURES OUTLINED IN THE DOCUMENT 
ENTITLED "NOTICE OF ENTRY OF PRELIMINARY DECREE AND NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY."

Water Right Number: 76LJ  12428-00     STATEMENT OF CLAIM

Version: 1 -- ORIGINAL RIGHT

Status:   ACTIVE

Owners: ROBERTA  STILLWELL 
217 OAK ST
YPSILANTI, MI 48198-3029

CAVIN, BENTON C FAMILY LIVING TRUST 
217 OAK ST
YPSILANTI, MI 48198-3029

Priority Date: APRIL 1, 1938

Type of Historical Right: USE

*Purpose (Use): MULTIPLE DOMESTIC

Flow Rate: 30.00 GPM

Volume: 3.00 AC-FT

Households: 2

Maximum Acres: 0.50

*Source Name: WHITEFISH RIVER (WHITEFISH LAKE)

Source Type: SURFACE WATER

*Point of Diversion and Means of Diversion:

ID Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County

1 1 SWNWNE 23 31N 22W FLATHEAD

Period of Diversion: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31

Diversion Means: PUMP

Subdivision: HOUSTON LAKE SHORE TR AMD PT  TRACT/LOT: 1

Period of Use: JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 31
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*Place of Use:

ID Acres Govt Lot Qtr Sec Sec Twp Rge County
1 1 S2NWNE 23 31N 22W FLATHEAD

Subdivision: HOUSTON LAKE SHORE TR AMD PT   TRACT/LOT: 1

Remarks:

THE FOLLOWING ELEMENTS WERE AMENDED BY THE CLAIMANT ON 03/08/2006: POINT OF DIVERSION AND 
PLACE OF USE.

STARTING IN 2008, PERIOD OF DIVERSION WAS ADDED TO MOST CLAIM ABSTRACTS, INCLUDING THIS ONE.

THE DNRC EXAMINATION OF THIS CLAIM FOUND NO SIGNIFICANT FACTS, DATA, OR ISSUES TO REPORT 
TO THE WATER COURT.

A BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF YOUR CLAIMED WATER RIGHT CAN BE OBTAINED BY COMPARING YOUR 
RIGHT WITH OTHER CLAIMS IN THE BASIN. FOR EXAMPLE, COMPARE PRIORITY DATES, FLOW RATES, 
VOLUMES, OR ACRES IRRIGATED.  ALSO, YOUR WATER RIGHT MAY BE SUBJECT TO WATER RIGHTS IN 
ADJOINING SUBBASINS OR BASINS AS WELL AS BEING SUBJECT TO OTHER RIGHTS ON YOUR SOURCE OF 
SUPPLY. FINALLY, YOUR WATER RIGHT MAY BE SUBJECT TO INDIAN RESERVED AND FEDERAL RESERVED 
WATER RIGHTS.

COMPLETE DETAILS REGARDING THE DNRC PREPARATION OF THIS PRELIMINARY DECREE AND RELATED 
MATERIALS CAN BE REVIEWED AT THE OFFICE LOCATIONS IDENTIFIED IN THE DOCUMENT ENTITLED 
"NOTICE OF ENTRY OF PRELIMINARY DECREE  AND NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY."

SEE GENERAL FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW FOR FURTHER EXPLANATION OF YOUR 
CLAIMED WATER RIGHT. THESE FINDINGS CAN BE FOUND AS INDICATED IN THE DOCUMENT ENTITLED 
"NOTICE OF ENTRY OF PRELIMINARY DECREE AND NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY." IF YOU NEED OBJECTION 
FORMS, OR HAVE QUESTIONS ABOUT WATER COURT PROCEDURES OR CHANGES TO YOUR RIGHT, YOU CAN 
CONTACT THE WATER COURT BY CALLING 1-800-624-3270 (WITHIN MONTANA ONLY) OR 1-406-586-4364, OR BY 
WRITING TO P.O. BOX 1389, BOZEMAN, MT 59771-1389.




























